
The Life Cycle for a Process
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Process states
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OS keeps the PCB 

for the process, so 

that parent process 

can wait().
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Process termination

Parent Child
child_pid = fork();

//Child starts
//executing.

//Parent does some
//stuff, and then
//does this . . .

int child_status;
waitpid(child_pid,

&child_status);

//waitpid() returns!
printf(“%d”, child_status);

//Displays “42”.

exit(42);

//Later…

T
im

e
 flo

w
s d

o
w

n



2/2/2015 CS161 Spring 2016 7


